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A BSTRACT 

A new species ol Symploeaceae, Symploc os /col /inv(nvMs/s Siiiularcsan, Jothi, Rajkumar & Manickam 
Irom the Southern Western Chaisol Tamil Nadu, India is described and illustrated. 

Ki:V WoKPs: Symploeaceae, Sym/docos Icol /juvurtuisis, Tamil Nadu, India. 



RI:SUMh;N 

Se describe y se ilustra una especie nue\ai de Symploeaceae, Symplocos kothavcircnsis SunddreScUi 
jothi, Rajkumar 6 sT Manickam del sunx’siede Cihaisde Tamil Nadu, India. 



IN rROIhlJCTlON 

The family Symploeaceae comprises lour genera (lide Index Nominum 
Genericorum; ex; Bobu, Dicalix, Cordyloblaste) and 500 species distributed in 
the tropical and subtropical regions, except Al rica (Ahmedullah &r Nayar 1986). 
They occur in the eastern parts of the Old World, reaching Irom Bombay in the 
West to Fiji in the east and Irom Manchuria in the north to New South W'ales 
and Lord Howe Island in the south. In the New W'orld the species occur from 
the state ol W'ashington to southern Brazil (Nooteboom 1981). 

The genus 5_ym/docu.s jacq. is represented in India by ca. 45 species. Among 
these, 13 species and one variety are endemic to peninsular India (Ahmedullah 
& Nayar 1986). In Tamil Nadu alone the genus Symplocos is represented by 10 
species and six subspecies (Gopalan 1987). 

The southern section ol the Western Ghats in India is by lar the richest 
floristic area with a concentration ol endemic taxa (Ahmedullah & Nayar 1986). 
The Tirunelveli hills which include the “Agasthiyamalai’ hills, is a remarkable 
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micro endemic center and one of the hot spots of the Indian I lora (.Nayar 19%) 
and attested by lUCN asCPDCITH IS7 (Davis et al. 1QQ4). 

During the preparation of the lamily Symplocaceae (or the I lora ol 
Tirunelveli hills, one specimen was observed with strikingdil lerenccs belong- 
ing to the genus Sv/n/docosjaccj. On critical examination, it was lound to be a 
new species, and is described and illustrated here. 

Symplocos kothayarensis Sundaresan, jothi, Rajkumar <Sr Manickam, sp. nov. 



(Fig. 1). Tvrr: INDIA. Tamil Naoh I irum i\’i-i i llii i .s. Kanyaki mari Dl: Koihayar neat 
M ut luikuzhiva\'al 1 ToO m. 12 Mar Aii lu/tnvsd/i ( i KM 0'\ \ v\ : X( hi; is( vi ypip M 1 1 ). 



Symphh os jHih hiiic arte all inis, sed toliis ohovauvobloni;i.s. t'lhiiisis; racenu's cunioribus; disco 




glabrato c! sIvKkkI basiin ^labrato ditlert. 

Small trees to 2(-3)m tall; branchlets lulvous tawny hairy. Leaves simple, alter- 
nate, coriaceous, oblong-obovate, (^-d x 2-4 cm, entire or serrate or hall serrate 
at margin, the nerves ca. 6 pairs, lainti)' prominent, glabrous above, s 
hairy beneath, the apex obtuse, emarginate, base acute-subobtuse; petioles ca. 
2mm long, thick, bristly tawny hairy. Lowers ca. IS in condensed axillary 
racemes, ca, 1cm long; bractsovate, ca. 2.3 x 1.2mm long, obtuse at apex, densely 
\'illoLis without, glabrous within, persistent; I lowers sessile or shortly pcdiccL 
ate. Calyx tube ca. 1 mm long, with long appressed hairs; lobes 5, ovate, obtuse 
or subacute at apex, appressed hairy withcTut, glabrous within. Corolla white, 
lobes S, ovate-elliptic, apex subacute-obtuse, ca. 3.2 mm long. Stamens ca. 30, 
connate at the base, lilaments Irec, ca. 2-2. 5mm long; anthers 2-cellcd, ca. 0.5 



mm long. Ovary ca. 1.3 mm long, hair\', 3-locular; o\ ulcs 2-3; styles stout, ca. 
3mm IcTug; stigma capitate; disc 5-lobed, glandular, glabrous, bruits not seen. 

Disl rihiil ion.—Symplocoa koilniycnvn.'iis is endemic to the southern part ol 
Western Chats, Tamil Nadu, India and is known only Iroin the type locality, 

Kothavar hillsol TiruneK'cli hills near Muthukuzhi\aval in Kan\’akumari Dis- 

/ / / 

trict ol Tamil Nadu. 



hco/ogy cnid p/jciio/ogV-^Thisspccicsgrowsat 1450 m elevation in the dense 

'nici cxcirillcila Robvns, 




evergreen lorests along with the species like 
ticu'ih cirpus scrrul us L., Mallolus phi I i ppensis (Lam.) Muell.-Arg. var. 
philippensis. Artocarpus hctcrophyllus Lam. 5y m plocos coc h i lu h i nc n si s H .our. ) 
Moore subsp. lauriihi (Retz.) Nooteb. etc....; 1 lowering late February to Apri 

—The species is named al ter its type locality. 

Symplocos koihoyuirnsis is closely allied to 5. pulcl) ro Wight but it dillcrs in 
t he obovatc-oblong, obi use leaves, short racemes, and glabrous disc and st\ Ic ba.se. 




iniiNTiriCATKTN KID' TO SYMPI.OCOS KOrHA)ARI:NSIS 

I. DiffuM' sImihs.Lecdves in(.Miihr<in(Dus,o[Dlon() Linceolate,apex long acurnin<Uc\he)SL 
rouiuk'd or subcofdaUo. Rac ('mes > 2 c ni. I )is( and stylc^ has(' hairy 



S. pulchra 



I. Small lu'os, Loaves coriaceous, oL^ovate ol)lono,apex ohtus(2,c'(iiafqinatc‘d‘)aso acute 



sulholiiuse. Racemes 1 cm. [disc and sivT 




OU‘: 



S. kothayarensis 
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Fig. 1. Symptom kothayarensis. A. Flowering shoot. B. Flowers. C. Bracts. D, Calyx. E. Corolla split open. F. Stamens. G. 
pistil with disc. H. Ovary (long, section). I. Ovary (cross section) drawn from the type by H. Sankar. 
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